LMSC Meeting Notes for 10/3/03

Attendees: Abigail Falk, Paul Fortoul, Conrad Johnson, Stan Kroder, Aroni Reyes, Russell Leighty, Phyllis Springer, Robert Watson, Kenn Lowy, Tom Malcolm, Lisa Bauman, Ginger Broderick, Caroline Handel, Colleen Driscoll, Mark Quigley, Steve Newman.

Minutes from the Last Meeting: March 2003.  No minutes.  Kenn Lowy to oversee compilation of minutes (Kenn states note takers were other board members).  To be presented at next LMSC meeting. 

It was brought up by the president that LMSC still does not have a secretary.  (See Agenda for Oct. 3rd LMSC Meeting – openings for secretary and treasurer).  Phyllis nominated Abigail as the new secretary of LMSC, stating her qualifications.  Stan seconded the nomination.   Abigail Falk was unanimously voted in as the new secretary.

Report from Officers:

President – The 4 long course training work-outs over the summer were successful. Kenn indicated that he may provide long course work-outs again in preparation for 2004 LC nationals.  Adirondacks LMSC has no Chair.   Kenn has volunteered to assist Adirondack LMSC, but not as chair, when they request it.  The Adirondack LMSC has scheduled a meet for Nov. 2.

Vice President – Charity swim to raise money for burn victim Terri Calvesbert discussed.  .  Fund raiser called “The Channel Swim (but Warmer).”  Steve will raise money during the 1500 meter race at Zones on December 6th.  Steve’s mile swim will go towards the 22 mile Channel swim fund raiser.  Other swimmers and teams are encouraged to participate.

Secretary – Old files in storage. Kenn has keys to storage area and will give them to Abigail if needed at her request.

Treasurer – Kenn nominated Mark Block to fill the vacant treasurer position.  Abigail nominated Susan Yeomans, which was seconded by Phyllis. KL described Mark Block as a company owner whose business is finance.  He was involved with Pacific Masters and he knows Masters Organization officials.  AF described Susan Yeoman’s as an office manager who oversees the books.  She is honest, detailed oriented, reliable and a known quantity.   Susan received 7 votes, Mark received 4 votes.  Susan Yeomans is the new treasurer. Vanessa will complete forms required to be submitted by the end of October. Vanessa will then transfer responsibilities to Susan.  Ginger Broderick, the accountant who assists in filing the tax returns, will be available if assistance is needed.  

Phyllis asked whether or not the position can be shared.  Paul stated that the regulations state “a Treasurer.”  The workload could be shared, but only one person should “technically” be the treasurer.  Kenn said that he had asked for the Red Tide bylaws from Joe Piscitelli regarding splitting the treasurer position.  Phyllis said that she wanted it to go on record that that was not what Kenn asked for.  Phyllis said that Kenn did not specify why he wanted the bylaws.  Steve asked Kenn if had had asked other teams for their By-laws.  Kenn said no.  Someone asked if Red Tide had one treasurer.  Phyllis said yes.

Officials – Paul Fortoul’s comments from the convention:  There is continuing cooperation between USA and USMS officials.  At races there can be no race starts from blocks if the water is < 4 feet.  Swimmers are allowed to dive from the deck if the water is < 4 feet.  Non-sanctioned events no longer nullify a meet’s USMS sanction.  Non-sanctioned events must be clearly labeled (asterisk) and omitted from the meet results completely.  Non-sanctioned events will not be registered in the timing computer.  Membership and registration definitions were clarified.  The section in the rules book concerning participation, conduct, hearing and appeals was rewritten and clarified.  Paul recommends that this is incorporated into the LMSC by-laws.  The 2004 USMS convention is to be held in Orlando, Fl.  USMS is considering bidding for the 2006 world championships, to be held at Stanford.

Sanctions – There is no November meet at Eisenhower Park.  No meets are sanctioned yet for this fall.  Kenn will contact Lehman College and propose a SCM meet there this November.  

Top Ten – Will list top 10 on our LMSC web site.

Registration – See handouts.  New registration form not out yet.

Insurance – Colleen is getting quotes for next year (from same company).

Past President – Conrad invites others to participate on a national level and go to the convention.

New Business

1. Phyllis goes on record as stating that she never called Kenn a nasty name, despite Kenn’s protests that she did.  Kenn inadvertently read a private email, in which he was mentioned, that was not addressed to him.  Phyllis also states that, despite Kenn’s allegations of having spoken to Joe P., Kenn never contacted Joe and never specified what “loopholes” in the LMSC by-laws he was concerned about.  Kenn also stated that Joe P. was “after him”.

2. Lisa Bauman is working to keep Aquafit together as a team.  David Ferris is no longer head of aquatics at Eisenhower Park.

3. A November meet is needed.  Red Tide members will investigate Baruch College, Badger members will investigate the Westchester pools (White Plains and Mt. Kisco), and Kenn will investigate Lehmann College.

4. Team championship race at Asphalt Green, one week after the Rutgers 3 day Zones meet, may not be a great idea.  A team championship race will be considered in the winter/spring.

5. Discussion of the Fran Shnarr race and the problems encountered this past July was tabled.  Phyllis, Conrad and Lisa will work together to make recommendations and will present this at the next meeting.

6. Nominations are being accepted for the Metropolitan Hall of Fame.

7. Kenn states that despite previous email he sent to Joe P. there are no apparent loop-holes in the LMSC by-laws.  Kenn expressed two areas of concern, one is holding the annual meeting between Sept. 1 and Nov. 15, and the other is splitting the treasurer position into two.  See above for additional comments under treasurer.

8. Steve had a conversation with Joe P. about communication with Kenn.  Sept. 1st Kenn started communication with Joe.  Steve asked if Kenn asked Joe for bylaws as LMSC President or as member of Red Tide for use in LMSC affairs.  Steve said that he was concerned and called other teams and inquired as to whether Kenn had asked for bylaws from them.  (See above under Treasurer.)The teams Steve contacted said Kenn had not contacted them.

9. After discussion of the way in which Kenn attempted to see the Red Tide by-laws: there was a general consensus to treat each other with respect, and an LMSC official must clearly identify himself as an LMSC official when he is representing the LMSC in any and all communications relating to LMSC business.

10. The next meeting/annual meeting will be announced.  Recommendation made to have a weekend work out open to all members of LMSC and then have the annual meeting.

Addendum:

1. Two days following the election, October 5th, 2003, Kenn notified Abigail that Vanessa never officially resigned in writing.  Therefore, Kenn states the election results will not be recognized and Vanessa will continue as treasurer until further notice.  Abigail called Vanessa and spoke to her on Oct. 5th.  Vanessa said she was willing to continue as treasurer for a few weeks only and then help transition in a new treasurer.

2. Following his review of the minutes, Steve notified Abigail that he was responsible for the 4 long course training work-outs this summer, not Kenn.

